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PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 

Isotopx & Sercon Announce Appointment of Damian Tootell as Chief Executive 
Officer 

Middlewich & Crewe — [04 Feb 2026] — Isotopx Ltd and Sercon Ltd, leading 
innovators in high precision isotope ratio mass spectrometry, are pleased to announce 
the promotion of Damian Tootell to the position of Chief Executive Officer. Damian 
steps into the role after more than 15 years of senior leadership at Isotopx and over 20 
years of experience in the global scientific instrumentation sector. 

Coinciding with this announcement is the retirement of Dr Zenon Palacz, Founder and 
CEO of Isotopx. Zenon has long been regarded as a leading figure in isotope ratio mass 
spectrometry. From his early academic work through to his commercial career, Zenon 
played a pivotal role in advancing both TIMS and MC-ICP-MS technologies, notably 
contributing to the success of the Micromass IsoProbe-P and the wider adoption of 
collision-cell MC-ICP-MS technology. Throughout his career, Zenon was a recognised 
presence at major geochemistry conferences and a respected voice within the global 
isotope ratio community. His retirement from Isotopx leaves a significant legacy of 
expertise and unwavering commitment to scientific excellence that will have a lasting 
impact. 

Damian has been a central figure in the evolution of Isotopx’s noble gas mass 
spectrometry portfolio; he led the complete lifecycle of the NGX Noble Gas Mass 
Spectrometer, from initial concept through market launch to global adoption. His 
leadership, spanning product development, engineering, manufacturing, and 
commercial strategy, has been pivotal to Isotopx’s success over the years. In his new 
role as CEO, Damian will guide Isotopx through its next phase of growth, focusing on 
product innovation, strategic market expansion, and continued excellence in customer 
partnerships. 

"I am honoured to take on the role of CEO at both Isotopx and Sercon. These are 
organisations with strong identities, deep technical expertise, and a shared 
commitment to serving the scientific community.  
 
I would like to pay sincere tribute to Zenon Palacz for his exceptional leadership and 
lasting contribution to Isotopx. He leaves behind a strong foundation, and I am grateful 
for the opportunity to build upon it. 
 
My priority is to support our people, strengthen collaboration with customers, and 
ensure that both Isotopx and Sercon continue to deliver reliable, high-quality 
instrumentation that enables world-class scientific research.” Damian Tootell CEO  
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Following the acquisition of Sercon in 2025 by the Techcomp Group, Isotopx and Sercon 
will work together to develop a leading hub for isotope ratio excellence. Damian, 
working closely with Garry Armstrong, Director at Sercon, will set the vision for the 
future collaboration of both businesses. Garry will continue to ensure Sercon’s 
solutions demonstrate exceptional sensitivity and reliability. He will also lead the 
combined efforts to fully integrate the Isotopx SIRIX large radius IRMS and the Sercon 
dual inlet carbonate system. 

“Damian’s combination of deep scientific knowledge, commercial acumen, and 
strategic leadership makes him exceptionally well suited to lead Isotopx and Sercon 
into the future,” said Richard Finlayson CEO of Techcomp Europe. “His track record in 
isotope ratio mass spectrometry speaks for itself, and his respect in the industry and 
with the Isotopx staff will ensure that the position of both Isotopx and Sercon as global 
leaders in mass spectrometry technology continues to build and grow.” 

Damian holds a BSc (Hons) in Applied Physics from Staffordshire University and is 
widely respected for his contributions to the noble gas mass spectrometry community. 

 

NOTE TO EDITORS: 

About Isotopx 

Isotopx is a UK-based manufacturer of world class isotope ratio mass spectrometry 
systems used across geoscience, environmental science, nuclear research, and other 
demanding areas of analytical science. 

Visit our website: https://www.isotopx.com/about-us  

CEO of Isotopx and Sercon – Damian Tootell can be contacted on Sales@isotopx.com 

And by telephone on +44 (0) 1606 839810 

Isotopx Ltd, Dalton House, Dalton Way, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 0HU, UK 

About Sercon 

With a dedicated manufacturing facility in Crewe serving a global installation base, 
Sercon is dedicated to the design, manufacture and support of Isotope Ratio Mass 
Spectrometers and their associated sample systems. Sercon Instruments can be found 
in research facilities around the world. 

See our global installation base here: https://sercon-instruments.com/global/ 

Director -  Garry Armstrong can be contacted on sales@sercongroup.com and by 
telephone on  +44 (0) 1270 580008.  

Sercon Limited, Europa House, Coppicemere Drive, Crewe, Cheshire, CW1 6GZ 

https://www.isotopx.com/about-us
mailto:Sales@isotopx.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/6u1cCWWBoIWljnf6f6IovyB3?domain=sercon-instruments.com/
mailto:sales@sercongroup.com
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About Techcomp 

Founded in 1988, Techcomp Instruments Ltd is a laboratory instrumentation group 
headquartered in Hong Kong. Techcomp engages in Development, Manufacturing and 
Distribution of Scientific Instrumental products globally. We specialise in three core 
technologies: Molecular Spectroscopy, Chromatography and General Laboratory 
Instrumentation.  Techcomp brands comprise Techcomp, SCION Instruments, 
Edinburgh Instruments, Isotopx, Sercon, Froilabo, Precisa, Edinburgh Sensors and 
Dynamica and are supported with our world class production sites in the UK, 
Netherlands, Switzerland, China and Romania. The companies benefit from 
international distribution and wide coverage across P.R China, Asia, EMEA and the 
Americas with leading position in P.R China. 

Globally the group has around 800 staff worldwide and is supported by over 100 experts 
actively involved in research and development and is ISO 9001 accredited. 

Techcomp Group CEO -  Richard Finlayson can be contacted marketing@techcomp-
eu.com and by telephone on   +44 (0)1506 425 300 

Techcomp Europe Ltd, 4 Bain Square Kirkton Campus Livingston EH54 7DQ  
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